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Disposition of Claims 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/23/2003 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicants argument that the prior art does not teach the new limitation added to 
the claim that the solid state image pickup device has a plurality of signal lines, each of the 
signal lines being associated with corresponding pixels and each of said signal lines is used for 
both said reading operation and the shutter operation. It is viewed by the examiner that the 
plurality of signal lines are signal lines (133-horizontal gate line) and (135-vertical gate line) for 
pixel (1,1) Todaka et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 23-68. Todaka discusses that voltage signals 
are applied to both signal lines (133 and 135) for both the shutter operation and the pixel reading 
operation. Therefore, this constitutes each of the signal lines being associated with corresponding 
pixels and each of said signal lines is used for both said reading operation and the shutter 
operation. Furthermore, Todaka teaches the use of a single signal output Une used for 
transmitting both image output signals and an output from the shutter operation for a pixel As 
depicted in Figure 3, the output for a single pixel (1 13) is output through transistor (132) the 
output of transistor (132) is connected to signal lines (149) and (139) through a common signal 
line that is depicted in Figure 3 but has no reference character. The examiner views this signal 
line as the signal line that connects the output of transistor (132) to the input of transistors (137 
and 138). This signal line is used for both a signal readout operation and a shutter operation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1: Claims 1-5, 8-12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
USPN 4,835,617 Todaka et al. 

2: As for Claim 1, Todaka teaches on Column 1 the use of a MOS sensor-type image pickup 
device. Todaka teaches the use of an array of photodiodes arranged in a matrix form. Therefore, 
Todaka teaches the use of pixels having photoelectric conversion units to produce a signal from 
incident light arranged in rows and columns. Todaka teaches on Column 1, Lines 65-68 the use 
of a horizontal scanning circuit and a vertical scanning circuit. Todaka teaches on Columns 3 and 
4, Lines 59-68 and Lines 1-5 that a reading operation for a signal of a pixel in one row and an 
electronic shutter operation or (resetting) for a signal in other row are carried out at the same 
time during one pixel period. It is viewed by the examiner that the plurality of signal lines are 
signal lines (133-horizontal gate line) and (135-vertical gate line) for pixel (1,1) Todaka et al 
teaches on Column 4, Lines 23-68. Todaka discusses that voltage signals are appUed to both 
signal lines (133 and 135) for both the shutter operation and the pixel reading operation. 
Therefore, this constitutes each of the signal lines being associated with corresponding pixels and 
each of said signal lines is used for both said reading operation and the shutter operation. 
Todaka teaches the use of a single signal output line used for transmitting both image output 
signals and an output from the shutter operation for a pixel. As depicted in Figure 3, the output 
for a single pixel (1 13) is output through transistor (132) the output of transistor (132) is 
connected to signal lines (149) and (139) through a common signal line that is depicted in Figure 
3 but has no reference character. The examiner views this signal line as the signal line that 
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connects the output of transistor (132) to the input of transistors (137 and 138). This signal line is 
used for both a signal readout operation and a shutter operation. 

3: As for Claim 2, Todaka teaches on Column 4, Lines 1-5 that at the time the read scanning 
circuit reads the picture element (1, m), the reset scanning circuit resets or performs an electronic 
shutter operation on the picture element (1+n, m). Therefore, the reading operation of a signal of 
a pixel in one column in the one row (1, m) and an electronic shutter operation for a signal of a 
pixel in the one column in the other row (1+n, m) are performed at the same time. 
4: In regards to Claim 3, Todaka teaches on Column 4, Lines 1-5 that at the time the read 
scanning circuit reads the picture element (1, m), the reset scanning circuit resets or performs an 
electronic shutter operation on the picture element (1+n, m). Todaka teaches on Column 4, Lines 
23-43 that when the pixel at location (1, 2) is read an electronic shutter operation is performed 
for the pixel at location (2, 2). Next a read operation is performed for the pixel at location (1, 3) 
when an electronic shutter operation is performed for the pixel at location (2, 3). Therefore, the 
reading operation of a signal of a pixel in one column in the one row (1,3) and an electronic 
shutter operation for a signal of a pixel in a column adjacent to the one column in the other row 
(2, 2) are performed at the same time. 

5: In regards to Claim 4, Todaka teaches and depicts in Figure 3 that read scanning pulses 
and electronic shutter scanning pulses are supplied from both the horizontal and vertical 
scanning circuits. Todaka teaches that to read the data from the photodiode (1 13) or to perform 
an electronic shutter operation, pulses need to be supplied to the gates of MOS's (131), and (132) 
from the vertical scanning circuit and the horizontal scanning circuit. 



Application/Control Number: 09/252,690 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2612 

6: As for Claim 5, Todaka teaches on Column 5, Lines 13-51 and depicts in Figure 5 that 
one pulse is supplied for each pixel as the read scanning pulse, and one pulse is supplied for each 
pixel as the electronic shutter scanning pulse. Todaka depicts in Figure 5 that the read scanning 
pulse and electronic shutter scanning pulse are supplied at a timing at which the phases of the 
read scanning pulse and the electronic shutter scanning pulse do not overlap. 
7: As for Claim 8, Claim 8 is rejected for the reasons discussed above related to claim 1, 
since claim 8 is substantively equivalent to claim 1 . 

8: As for Claim 9, Claim 9 is rejected for the reasons discussed above related to claim 2, 
since claim 9 is substantively equivalent to claim 2. 

9: In regards to Claim 10, Claim 10 is rejected for the reasons discussed above related to 
claim 3, since claim 10 is substantively equivalent to claim 3. 

10: In regards to Claim 1 1, Claim 1 1 is rejected for the reasons discussed above related to 
claim 4, since claim 1 1 is substantively equivalent to claim 4. 

11: As for Claim 12, Claim 12 is rejected for the reasons discussed above related to claim 5, 
since claim 12 is substantively equivalent to claim 5. 

12: In regards to Claim 15, Todaka teaches on Column 2, Lines 65 the use of a camera 
comprising an image sensor, a lens, a stop, a driving circuit for driving the sensor, a camera 
circuit for producing a television signal from the output of the image sensor and a control circuit. 
Todaka teaches on Column 1 the use of a MOS sensor-type image pickup device. Todaka teaches 
the use of an array of photodiodes arranged in a matrix form. Therefore, Todaka teaches the use 
of pixels having photoelectric conversion units to produce a signal from incident light arranged 
in rows and columns. Todaka teaches on Column 1, Lines 65-68 the use of a horizontal scanning 
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circuit and a vertical scanning circuit. Todaka teaches on Columns 3 and 4, Lines 59-68 and 
Lines 1-5 that a reading operation for a signal of a pixel in one row and an electronic shutter 
operation or (resetting) for a signal in other row are carried out at the same time during one pixel 
period. It is viewed by the examiner that the plurality of signal lines are signal lines (133- 
horizontal gate line) and (135-vertical gate line) for pixel (1,1) Todaka et al teaches on Column 
4, Lines 23-68. Todaka discusses that voltage signals are appUed to both signal lines (133 and 
135) for both the shutter operation and the pixel reading operation. Therefore, this constitutes 
each of the signal lines being associated with corresponding pixels and each of said signal lines 
is used for both said reading operation and the shutter operation. Todaka teaches the use of a 
single signal output line used for transmitting both image output signals and an output from the 
shutter operation for a pixel. As depicted in Figure 3, the output for a single pixel (1 13) is output 
through transistor (132) the output of transistor (132) is connected to signal lines (149) and (139) 
through a common signal line that is depicted in Figure 3 but has no reference character. The 
examiner views this signal line as the signal line that connects the output of transistor (132) to 
the input of transistors (137 and 138). This signal line is used for both a signal readout operation 
and a shutter operation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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13: Claims 6, 7, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
USPN 4,835,617 Todaka et al in view of USPN 4,954,895 Akimoto et al. 
14: As for Claim 6, Todaka teaches and depicts in Figure 3 that to read the data from the 
photodiode (1 13) pulses need to be supplied to the gates of MOS's (13 1), and (132) from the 
vertical scanning circuit and the horizontal scanning circuit. Todaka teaches an operation of 
reading a signal charge obtained by the pixel in the photoelectric conversion unit (1 13), to a 
signal line (149) is controlled by the product between a vertical scanning pulse (OYl) and a 
horizontal read pulse (0X1). Todaka teaches and depicts in Figure 3 that read scanning pulses 
and electronic shutter scanning pulses are supplied from both the horizontal and vertical 
scanning circuits. Todaka teaches that to read the data from the photodiode (1 13) or to perform 
an electronic shutter operation, pulses need to be suppUed to the gates of MOS's (13 1), and (132) 
from the vertical scanning circuit and the horizontal scanning circuit. 

Todaka is silent on the use of connecting to the signal Une a charge detection amplifier 
for converting the read signal charge into a voltage signal. 

Akimoto et al teaches on Colunm 1 1, Lines 30-34 that it is commonly known in the art to 
have an amplifier on the signal line to enable the charge from the photoelectric conversion 
element to be amplified and converted into a voltage. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have a charge detection amplifier as taught by Akimoto et al connected to 
the signal line of Todaka et al in order to enable the charge from the photoelectric conversion 
element to be amplified and converted into a voltage. 
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15: In regards to Claim 7, Todaka teaches on Column 5, Lines 13-51 and depicts in Figure 5 
that one pulse is supplied for each pixel as the read scanning pulse, and one pulse is supplied for 
each pixel as the electronic shutter scanning pulse. Todaka depicts in Figure 5 that the read 
scanning pulse and electronic shutter scanning pulse are suppHed at a timing at which the phases 
of the read scanning pulse and the electronic shutter scanning pulse do not overlap. 
16: As for Claim 13, Claim 13 is rejected for the reasons discussed above related to claim 6, 
since claim 13 is substantively equivalent to claim 6. 

17: In regards to Claim 14, Claim 14 is rejected for the reasons discussed above related to 
claim 7, since claim 7 is substantively equivalent to claim 14. 

Conclusion 

This is a request for continued examination of applicant*s earlier Application No. 
09/252,690. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier apphcation and 
could have been finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they 
had been entered in the earUer apphcation. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
even though it is a first action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Apphcant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi*om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated fi'om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no, however, 
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event will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of 
this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M Hannett whose telephone number is 703-305-7880. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 

Art Unit 2612 
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